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surrender or evacuation. For they were not strong and co-
hesive enough to cut their way south single-handed; and the
French forces that General Weygand was hurriedly collecting
below the Somme did not have time to prepare a concerted
drive northward before the Anglo-French forces in Flanders
had been paralyzed by the collapse of the Belgians, From
this point of view May 23 might be taken as the finally deci-
sive date.
The story continues at an almost equal pace. The "Wey-
gand Line" south of the Somme was never a real line, in the
sense of being an organized defensive position, and there were
not enough troops to hold it in reasonable strength when, with
amazing rapidity, the Germans began their second offensive
on June 5. The French and a small British contingent fought
there for a short time, in some cases with great stubbornness
and heroism. But the French had no further reserves. Their
men and materiel were inadequate to prevent the Germans
from passing the river at every point seriously attacked. By
June 8 the Battle of the Somme was over.  The Germans
pressed on to the lower Seine and turned up toward Paris,
The capital was caught between their advance units and the
other German forces which had meanwhile come down across
the Aisne and the Ourcq to the Marne* The main industrial
regions of France were by now in the hands of the enemy.
Italy entered the war on June 10* The French Government
had begun moving to Tours the night before.  Within two
days it was discussing the necessity of asking for an armistice.
How was it that all this happened so quickly? Why were